Nutrition is a critical determinant of the immune response, thus malnutrition is the most common cause of immunodeficiency in the world. Micronutrient deficiencies, especially Zn deficiency, have already been shown to be associated with modification of the immune response in undernourished children, mostly those living in poverty; however, data on children of high socio-economic classes is lacking. The aim of the present study was to establish lymphocyte population values and to investigate possible interactions with nutritional status, Zn deficiency and socio-economic conditions in a group of children from high socio-economic classes.
Since there are no reference values for the lymphocyte subpopulation in Venezuelan children and these results are in agreement with previous reports relating to other population groups (3) , the up-to-date data from the present study could be used as a reference for future studies.
These children from high socio-economic classes showed lymphocyte populations within the normal range and a low prevalence of Zn deficiency. Although a significant association between the lymphocyte population and serum Zn was not observed, the data provide information on the association between Zn concentrations and cell-mediated immunity expressed by T lymphocytes, as previously reported (4) .
Poverty, infectious diseases and poor sanitation contribute to the development of undernutrition and specific micronutrient deficiencies, and to modifications of the cellular immune response. Maintenance of an adequate nutritional and immune status in the children evaluated could be associated with a protective environment related to their socio-economic status.
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